









Document 9.1

Report from the secretariat

Brief report from the conference ”Common Conceren for the Artic” held in Ilulissat on September 9th and 10th, 2008.

The conferance was an initiative of the Swedish Cairmanship of the Nordic Council of Ministers. The purpose was to bring together key European policy and their Nordic coulleages to learn about the possibilities and the challanges climate changes poses to the Arctic. 

The conference had attendance from politicans, NGOs, scientists as well as the diplomatic community (list of participantas are attached.
The first day started by a few key note adresses and welcome remarkes. The focus of the day was to sett the scene, which was done by Dr David Carlson (Director, International Polar Year), Dr Rasmus Ole Rasmussen (Senior Reserch Fellow at Noregio) and Ms Adele Airoldi who had compeled a work on the European Union and the Arctic. Trough their introduction the participants got a picture of the environmental status in the Arctic. The impact of globalisation and climate changes on the societies of the Arctic (with emphsis on Greenland) and the European Unions policy towards the Arctic up to today. 

Day two was devoted to five panel discussions;

Terrestrial living resources

The focuse was much on forestry and the need to understand and manage forestry better.

Marine living resources

The focus was obviously on fish and mammals, but a large part of the discission was on how politics and management regimes of marine life are managed. According to European Enviromnet Agency there are more than 160 treaties that are relevant to the management of marine life in the Arctic; hence there is no need for more leagal regulations but rather a need for ratification and implementation of the excisting leagal and regulatory frameworks. 

Non-renewable resources – new opportunities and concerns

Focus during this panel was mainly on oil and gas explotion in the Arctic region. The IMO representative mentioned that the Antarctic sea is named a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area while the same is not the case for Arctic seas. If an application is submitted and accepted the, PSSA status will be operational 16 monthes later. 

Local Development - capacity building in the arctic 

The panel focused most of its presentations on the need for people of the Arctic to have a say in evnts that affects their lifes. 

Arctic research – science and traditional knowledge

The theme of researc was broadly discussed and there was an agreement on the need for further cooprdination of excisting research, as well as on an open exchange of research results. 

Mr Janos Herman, Principal Advisor , EU Commission, DG RELEX, gave an outline of the work within the commisssion to produce a “Communication on the Arctic” to be presented late fall of this year. He expressed appriciation that stronger involvemnet from the EU in the Arctic was welcomed by the Nordic Council of Ministers. He stated the need for what he called user-friendly actionable ideas for the policy in the Arctic Region. The EU is basing its thinking on ecosystem approach, together with a focus on the social and human dimention. He added the prosess of globalitaion to the equation and admitted it maks a complex picture. Today the EU integrated Maritime policy and the Climat policy creates the interface between the EU and the Arctic. Mr Herman repeted the need expressed by many participants, to involve the lokal population, and EU is suited to do that he stated. EU will have consultations with Greenland on the policy in the Arctic, as the EU has oldfashon and outdated wievs of the Arctic. He stessed that governance (espesially in the field of environment) should be improved in the Arctic region. Establishement of a structure that takes into account all aspects relevant for the region is important. UNCLOS is the corner stone in EUs development of an Arctic strategy.

The EU wishes to cooperate closely with the Arctic Council and people in the region. Further the “Communication” will focus on management of fish resources and on energy and transport. With the latter Mr Herman stated that there will be concrete proposals that hopefully will lead to a greater role for the EU. 

The EU is considering applying for an observer status with the Arctic Council, Mr Herman informed, and he rounded off by saying that the Commission wants to play a more prominete role in the Arctic.  

The EU is organising a conference on the Arctic in Monaco in 9th and 10th of November this year entitled 'The European Union and the Arctic'.
The conference chair ambassador Hans Corell closed the conference by stressing the importance of lifting the Arctic issuses to the highets political level. This is nescesary to achive a coherant and consistant policy in the region. 

He allso called for the USA and Russia to take the responsibility to leade the way in solving important issues and leav political differances to one side in the Arctic. 

A summary of the conference was made by the chair Mr Hans Corell and is attached.
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