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CONFERENCE  OF  PARLIAMENTARIANS  OF  THE  ARCTIC  REGION

THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE ARCTIC REGION
Implementation of the Conference Statement from Fairbanks

General

Before the conference in Fairbanks, the Standing Committee decided to organize the Conference statement different than at the previous Arctic parliamentary conferences. The statement is now, after a short introduction, focused on the four main items on the conference agenda which was: Human health, Marine policy, Adaptation to climate change and Development of new alternative energy resources. The recommendations in this part are, as in previous statements, directed to the governments of the Arctic Region, the Arctic Council and the institutions of the European Union.

The next part in the Conference statement is where the Conference asks the Standing Committee to work on specific topics until the next parliamentary conference in 2010. The final section in the statement contains general statements from the Conference.

This way of organizing the Conference Statement has made the statement easier to read and the preparations more structured. 
One of the most important tasks for the Standing Committee is to work to implement the recommendations in the Conference Statement. This is a responsibility for the Committee as such, but also each individual member in their home parliament. 

The Arctic Council
The Arctic Council is an important partner for the Conference of Parliamentarians. The Conference Statement has officially been sent from the Chair of the Standing Committee to the Chair of the Arctic Council. The statement has also been distributed to all working groups in the Arctic Council, to the permanent participants and the observers.
The close contact with the Arctic Council Chairmanship is of vital importance. To have representatives from the Chairmanship present at most SCPAR-meetings to get reports, and for the members to give feedback on the activities of the Council, is a constructive approach. This gives the Committee the opportunity to remind the governmental side of the views of the parliamentarians.

Norway will be the Chair of the Arctic Council until the end of April 2009, hence close contact with the Norwegian Chairmanship will continue to be important. The Committee may also consider inviting the incoming Danish Chairmanship to participate at the next meeting of the Committee, before Denmark officially becomes Chair of the Arctic Council. The Chair of the Committee will participate at the Ministerial meeting in Tromsø in the end of April 2009.
The Secretariat will participate at different meetings in an Arctic context to promote the conclusions in the Statement. To have direct contacts with the different working groups of the Arctic Council on specific follow-up could also be a possibility.

Governments of the Arctic Region
The direct contact with the each national government will first of all be the responsibility for the individual member of the Committee. The Committee has however the possibility to have meeting with representatives from the governmental side, when the Committee has meetings in the various countries. 
In some of the countries a letter has been sent to the Minister of Foreign Affairs with specific queries regarding the implementation on a national level of the Conference Statement. The conclusions in the Conference Statement should also be promoted when the different countries are revising their national Arctic policies.
Institutions of the European Union
The European Union is increasingly paying more interest to Arctic Issues. The European Parliament is an active member of the Arctic parliamentary cooperation and lifts Arctic issues on the agenda of the European Parliament. On October 9 2008 the European Parliament passed a resolution on Arctic governance. 
The European Commission is expected to release a communication on the Arctic later this fall. 
SCPAR will most likely have its next meeting in Brussels 25 February 2009. The Committee should be introduced to the Communication from the Commission.

The Committee will also be invited to participate at the first Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum in Brussels 25-26 February 2009 in Brussels.

Other relevant parties

SCPAR has always had close contact with the University of the Arctic. I February 2008 a joint seminar was arranged on adaptation to climate change and boarders and access to the sea. In the Conference statement from Fairbanks education and exchange programs are mentioned as well as articles directly related to the University of the Arctic. 

The interaction between scientists and politicians has also been appreciated. 

Further contact with the University of the Arctic is necessary to follow-up on the Conference Statement. 
Between the Conference in Kiruna and Fairbanks SCPAR established contact with the Biodiversity (CBD)-secretariat in the UN. One of the tasks of the Committee given by the Conference is to work on biodiversity. To have further contact with the UN on issues like climate change, biodiversity and indigenous peoples would also be relevant in following up the Fairbanks statement.
