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Document 1.2
CONFERENCE  OF  PARLIAMENTARIANS  OF  THE  ARCTIC  REGION

THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE ARCTIC REGION

        MEETING IN ROVANIEMI

 29 February 2008 at 9 pm
Venue:  The Arctic Centre, Rovaniemi




DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA
1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND THE PROPOSED ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MEETING IN OTTAWA 19 OCTOBER 2007 

 Decision proposal:  

 The Standing Committee adopts the agenda and approves the minutes from the meeting in   

 Ottawa 19 October 2007.
Enclosed:  

Document 1.1: Draft Agenda

Document 1.2: Draft Annotated Agenda

Document 1.3: Draft Minutes from the SCPAR meeting in Ottawa 19 October 2007

2. REPORT FROM THE NORWEGIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE ARCTIC COUNCIL

Norway is chairing the Arctic Council from fall 2006 to spring 2009. Norway has initiated projects on many different topics (see enclosed draft agenda for the upcoming Senior Arctic Officials meeting).
At the Arctic Frontiers conference in Tromsø January 2008, the Arctic Oil and Gas Assessment was originally meant to be presented by the Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Støre. Because of disagreements within the Arctic Council only the scientific report was published. The policy recommendations were not presented.
Mr. Robert Kvile, Senior Arctic Official in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway will give an overview of the current status of the work in the Arctic Council.
Decision proposal:  
The Standing Committee takes note of the information.

Enclosed:

Document 2.1: Program for the Norwegian chairmanship of the Arctic Council

Document 2.2: Draft agenda for the April-meeting of Senior Arctic Officials

http://www.arctic-council.org/
3. FOLLOW-UP ON THE SEMINAR TOGETHER WITH UNIVERSITY OF THE ARCTIC ON THE 28 FEBRUARY 2008
In relation to how to follow-up on the seminar, the following may be considered:

· A report from the seminar with Uarctic will be made including the main interventions and a scientific summary. 

· Adaptation to climate change is one of the items on the draft agenda for the upcoming Conference of Arctic parliamentarians in Fairbanks 12-14 August.

· A workshop on a specific topic may be organised.

· Possible recommendations to be put into Conference Statement in Fairbanks can be considered

Decision proposal:

The Standing Committee decides on how to follow-up the seminar.
4. PRESENTATION OF THE EALAT PROJECT

The IPY EALÁT-Network study is an interdisciplinary, intercultural study that will assess the vulnerability of reindeer herding, a coupled human-ecological system, to change in key aspects of the natural and human environments, actively involving reindeer herders, linguists, lawyers, anthropologists, biologists, geographers, economists, philosophers (the ethical dimension) as well as indigenous institutions and organisations, relevant industrial enterprises and management authorities. 
EALÁT focuses on the adaptive capacity of reindeer pastoralism to climate variability and change and, in particular, on the integration of reindeer herders’ knowledge in the study and analysis of their ability to adapt to environmental variability and change. The Ealát project is Project Number 399 in the International Polar Year Scheme and has been endorsed by the Arctic Council. 

A representative from the EALAT team will present the project to the Committee.

Decision proposal:
The Standing Committee takes note of the information.
www.ealat.org
5. UPDATE ON THE PROGRAM FOR THE CONFERENCE IN FAIRBANKS

The Eight Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region will be in Fairbanks 12-14 August 2008. 

A prior announcement for the Conference was distributed by Senator Lisa Murkowski in January to all Arctic parliaments and different stakeholders. An invitation to the Conference will be sent out in March. 

The three main topics for the conference are:

· Human health in the Arctic

· Adaptation to climate change

· Development of rural energy resources

At the request of the Committee a special report on Maritime policies has been included.

  Decision proposal:

The Standing Committee comments on the draft program and give the secretariat mandate to proceed with the preparations for the Conference.

Enclosed: 

Document 5.1: Draft program, Fairbanks
Document 5.2: Prior Announcement, Fairbanks 
6. NORTHERN DIMENSION PARTNERSHIP ON TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS
The Northern Dimension is partnership between Iceland, Norway, Russia and the European Union to coordinate initiatives in the Northern Dimension Area (North of Europe). The US and Canada are observers. 

In March 2007 members of SCPAR participated at a parliamentary conference on the Northern Dimension. The European Parliament has proposed that the first Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum should be held in the European Parliament in spring 2009.
There are at present two partnerships within the Northern dimension:

· The Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership

· The Northern Dimension Partnership in Health and Social Well-Being 
Mr. Harro Pitkänen, Senior Vice President, Nordic Investment Bank, will inform the Committee on the current initiative to a new partnership on transport and logistics within the Northern Dimension. The inaugural meeting of the working group set up to deliberate a transport and logistics partnership will be held on 27-28 February 2008.

Decision proposal:

The Standing Committee takes note of the information.

Enclosed:

Document 6.1: Conference Statement from the Parliamentary Conference

Document 6.2: Northern Dimension framework policy document

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/north_dim/index.htm
7. REPORTS FROM THE RAPPORTEURS ON ICT AND HUMAN HEALTH IN THE ARCTIC

At the SCPAR-meeting in June 2007 Finland agreed to look into the possibilities of SCPAR initiatives on the use of ICT in the Arctic. At the last meeting of SCPAR in October the Swedish representative, together with the Saami representive, agreed to present proposals on how the Committee shall proceed with the work on drug abuse and related diseases in the Arctic.
A progress report on both topics will be given to the Committee.
Decision proposal: 

The Standing Committee takes note of the information and gives feedback to the rapporteurs. 

8. STATUS ON THE WORK OF SCPAR

· Report on Arctic activities by members
· Report by the secretariat
· General exchange of views
9. NEXT MEETING

The Russian delegation has invited the Committee to Vladivostok 28-30 May 2008. 
10.  CONFERENCE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE ARCTIC REGION 2010

At the last SCPAR-meeting in Ottawa it was decided that the Committee should agree upon a possible venue for The Conference of Arctic parliamentarians in 2010. The European Parliament has agreed to look into the possibility of hosting the Conference. 

Decision proposal:

The Standing Committee gives the European Parliament mandate to look into the possibility to host the CPAR in 2010.

11.  UN ANNUAL TREATY EVENT 2008 

At the Seventh Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region in August 2006 the following were included in the Conference Statement:
“Propose to the United Nations that the scope of the Annual Treaty Event in 2007, or at the earliest possible time, should be UN Treaties relevant to the Arctic;” and,
“In light of the impact of climate change, and the increasing economic and human activity, initiate, as a matter of urgency, an audit of existing legal regimes that impact the Arctic and to continue the discussion about strengthening or adding to them where necessary;”

To follow-up the Conference Statement, UNEP/Grid Arendal and Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR) hosted the seminar “Multilateral Environmental Agreements and their relevance to the Arctic” in Arendal in September 2006. The Chair of SCPAR, Ms. Hill-Marta Solberg met with Ms. Annebeth Rosenboom, Chief of the UN Treaty Section, in March 2007 to promote the idea of having UN Treaties relevant to the Arctic as the scope of the UN Annual Treaty Event, and received positive feedback. 
A panel discussion on UN Treaties relevant to the Arctic is now being prepared in connection with UN Annual Treaty Event 2008. Possible dates are 3 or 4 June 2008 in New York.

A draft program for the panel discussion will be circulated in advance of the meeting.

Decision proposal:

The Standing Committee approves the proposed program for the panel discussion

12.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS


