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Document 1.1

CONFERENCE  OF  PARLIAMENTARIANS  OF  THE  ARCTIC  REGION

THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE ARCTIC REGION

   MEETING IN ÖSTERSUND
6 NOVEMBER 2008






DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND THE PROPOSED ORDER OF    

 AGENDA ITEMS   
APPROVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES FROM THE SCPAR-MEETINGS IN      FAIRBANKS 11 AND 14 AUGUST 2008
Enclosed: 

Document 1.1: Draft Annotated Agenda, Östersund

Document 1.2: Draft list of participants, Östersund
Document 1.3: Draft minutes, SCPAR-meeting 11 August 2008 

Document 1.4: Draft minutes, SCPAR-meeting 14 August 2008 
Decision proposal:
The Committee adopts the agenda and the proposed order of agenda items, and 
2. FOLLOW UP OF THE CONFERENCE OF ARCTIC PARLIAMENTARIANS IN 

FAIRBANKS 12-14 AUGUST 2008

Enclosed:
Document 2.1: Conference report from the Conference in Fairbanks

Document 2.2: Experiences from the Fairbanks conference 

Document 2.3: Implementation of the Conference Statement from Fairbanks

Document 2.4: The Conference statement from Fairbanks (Eng. Rus. and Nor. versions)

A Conference Report from 8. Parliamentary Conference in Fairbanks has been written by Ms. Lynne Corn, working in the Congressional Research Service -Library of Congress in Washington. The report is ready in an electronic version, and is expected to be printed and distributed to the participants from the conference and other interested parties.

In addition the Secretary General has made two short reports: One on the practical experiences in preparing and executing the conference and one on how to work on the implementation of the Conference statement from Fairbanks.

The preparations and the cooperation between the host and the Standing Committee in advance of the conference worked well, and the practical issues was handled very efficiently by senator Murkowski’s office and the staff from UAF. The friendliness and positive attitude during the conference was exceptional. 

The agenda items of the conference were well chosen, and the speakers were generally highly qualified and good presenters. Four speakers on one agenda item, as was the case for Marine policy, were too many. It should be limited to two or three.

The conference statement has formally been sent to the Chair of the Arctic Council. The Committee should further promote the statement in meetings with Arctic Council representatives, the incumbent chair and the Danish chairmanship.

The Committee can discuss further contact with working groups of the Arctic Council, University of the Arctic and other international organisations. 

Both documents are meant as background for the Committees discussions.

Decision proposal:
The Committee takes note of the reports and discusses the experiences from Fairbanks and the follow-up of the conference statement from Fairbanks.

3. REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE IPY-PROJECT SUSTAINABLE ARCTIC OBSERVERING NETWORK (SAON)

Enclosed:

Document 3.1: SAON Background document

In the Conference Statement from Fairbanks you find the following in article 23:
“Implement the recommendations from the International workshop in Helsinki in October 2008 on “Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks”, (SAON), as a legacy of the International Polar Year 2007 – 2009.”

At the Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting 26 October, 2006, the following was adopted:
“Urge all Member countries to maintain and extend long term monitoring of change in all parts of the Arctic, and request AMAP to cooperate with other AC Working Groups, IASC and other partners in efforts to create a coordinated Arctic Observing network that meets identified societal needs”

A working group was established to develop a set of recommendations to achieve long-term Arctic wide observing activities that provide free, open and timely access to high quality data.
The third SAON-workshop was arranged in Helsinki 15-17 October 2008. An important element at this meeting was to synthesize the advice and information gathered at the previous workshops into the final set of recommendations for the coordination and promotion of sustained, integrated Arctic observing activities. 
At the meeting in Östersund SCPAR will be informed about the results of the final workshop in Helsinki.  It may be useful for the Standing Committee to be informed about:

· What is the observing networks going to monitor (air borne pollution, the marine system, human health etc)?

· What are the main challenges in establishing the different observing networks?

· How will the Arctic observing systems be linked to similar monitoring outside of the Arctic?

· How will the information gathered in the observing networks be disseminated? 

A representative from the Swedish IPY-secretariat will inform the Committee about the progress made in Helsinki.

Decision proposal:

The Committee takes note of the information and discusses how the Committee shall continue to follow this issue.

4. THE DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE ARCTIC REGION

What are the demographic trends in the Arctic? The service sector and public sector are getting increasingly important employers in the Arctic communities; who’s occupying these positions? Is centralisation affecting the traditional lifestyles? 

The Committee will be given an introduction to this topic. The speaker is not yet confirmed.
5. NEW POLICY OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN THE ARCTIC

Enclosed:
Document 5.1: President Medvedevs speech to the Russian Security Council.
On 17 September 2008 President Medvedev delivered a speech to the Russian Security Council proposing a new Russian policy in the Arctic. Mr. Medvedev stated that the biggest task now is to turn the Arctic into Russia’s resource base for the twenty-first century, the need of settling boarder issues and the importance in improving the existing infrastructure. 

The Russian government will work out a plan of the implementation of state policy in the Arctic by 1 December, 2008.
Member of SCPAR Mr. Mikhail Nikolaev will present the status and development of the policy.

Decision proposal:

The Committee takes note of the information.
6. RECENT AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NORTHERN DIMENSION COOPERATION

Enclosed:

Document 6.1: Invitation from Mr. Pöttering (after the conference in 2007)

Document 6.2: Reply from Mr. Mironov to Mr Pöttering

Document 6.3: European Parliament resolution on Arctic governance

Document 6.4: Northern Dimension partnership on transport and logistics
Report from the Northern dimension parliamentary conference:

http://www.arcticparl.org/announcements.aspx?id=3003&p=2
The Northern Dimension is cooperation between Iceland, EU, Norway and Russia, with Canada and the US as observers, established in 2007. There are two partnerships in the cooperation; on “Environment” and “Human Health and Social Well-Being”.

The main objective of SCPAR is to ensure that the Northern Dimension policy has a strong Arctic dimension. 
The Standing Committee participated at the Northern Dimension Parliamentary Conference in February 2007 in Brussels. The European Parliament is in the process of preparing the first Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum, which is to take place in Brussels 25-26 February 2009. At these meetings representatives from the regional parliamentary organisations participates.

The Foreign Ministers will meet for the first time in a Northern Dimension context in St. Petersburg the 28 October 2008 where a new partnership on “Transport and logistics” is expected to be established. The conclusions from the last preparatory meeting are enclosed.
In the statement from Fairbanks you find the following in article 30:
“Actively support the development of a Northern Dimension Partnership in Transport and Logistics, and the further strengthening of the existing partnerships in Environment and in Public Health and Social Well-being.”
Another article in the Fairbanks statement related to this topic is article 29:
“Promote the Fairbanks Statement in the development of an Arctic policy in the European Union and the Arctic states, and involve the national parliaments and the European Parliament in this process.”

Mr. Henrik Olsen from the European Parliament will present the plans for the Parliamentary Forum in Brussels and inform the Committee about the resolution passed in the European Parliament on Arctic governance.

Decision proposal:

The Committee takes note of the information from the European Parliament and discusses input from SCPAR to the planning process of the Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum in Brussels 25-26 February 2009.

7. IMPLENTATION OF THE KIRUNA STATEMENT
Enclosed:

Document 7.1: The Kiruna-statement

The Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region in 2006 was held in Kiruna. Mr. Mikhail Nikolaev wishes to discuss if there are certain aspects and proposals from the Kiruna-statement the Committee shall continue to pursue.

Decision proposal: 

The Committee discusses how to work further work with the Kiruna-statement.

8. THE RESULTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE ÖSTERSUND REGION
Mr. Andreas Gyllenhammar, consultant on environmental issues, will inform the Committee of how climate change is affecting life in the Östersund-region.

Decision proposal:

The Committees takes note of the information.   

9. STATUS OF THE WORK OF SCPAR
Enclosed:

Document 9.1: Brief report from the conference: “Common Concern for the Arctic”

The report from the conference can be found at: http://www.norden.org/pub/sk/showpub.asp?lang=6
Document 9.2: Brief report, Northern Research Forum in Anchorage

· Report on Arctic activities by members
· Report by the secretariat
· General exchange of view

10. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of SCPAR will be the 25 February 2009, tentatively from 09.00 – 12.00, in the European Parliament, Brussels. The meeting will take place in advance of the First Parliamentary Forum for the Northern Dimension which is to take place in the European Parliament from lunch to lunch 25-26 February 2009.

11.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

