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Document 1.1
CONFERENCE  OF  PARLIAMENTARIANS  OF  THE  ARCTIC  REGION

THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS OF THE ARCTIC REGION

   MEETING IN BRUSSELS
25 FEBRUARY 2009






9 am – 12.30 pm




   Venue: ASP Building A 3 E 3





DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA
       1.
  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND THE PROPOSED ORDER OF    

  AGENDA ITEMS   

APPROVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES FROM THE SCPAR-MEETING IN ÖSTERSUND 5 NOVEMBER 2008 



Enclosed: 


Document 1.0: Draft agenda, Brussels


Document 1.1: Draft annotated agenda, Brussels


Document 1.2: Draft list of participants, Brussels


Document 1.3: Draft minutes, SCPAR-meeting 6 November 2008


Decision proposal:
The Committee adopts the agenda and the proposed order of agenda items, and approve the minutes from the SCPAR-meeting in Östersund 6 November 2008 
2.
THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE ARCTIC COUNCIL MINISTERIAL MEETING IN TROMSØ 28-29 APRIL 2009
Enclosed:
Document 2.1: Report from the Senior Arctic Official-meeting in Kautokeino 


19-20 November 2008
Document 2.2: Conference statement from the 8th Conference of 

Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region


Document 2.3: AMSA draft recommendations and findings

Background: Norway has the Chairmanship of the Arctic Council until 29 April 2009 when Denmark takes over the Chairmanship. State Secretary Elisabeth Walaas, from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, gives an introduction to the recent work in the Arctic Council and the process in planning for the Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting in Tromsø 28-29 April 2009. 

Comments: The Norwegian chairmanship is in its final stage and the preparations for the Ministerial Meeting have started. Among the expected deliverables are: 
· The Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment, 
· Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change in the Arctic, 
· Sustainable Arctic Observing Network. 
The negotiations concerning the Ministerial Declaration have started. 

It might be of interest to SCPAR to get information regarding the expectations of the Norwegian Chairmanship prior to the Ministerial meeting in Tromsø. What will be the most important topics in the Ministerial declaration? 

The meeting with State Secretary Walaas also provides an excellent opportunity to promote the Conference Statement from Fairbanks; maritime policy, renewable energy, human health and adaptation to climate change as the main topics. 

Decision proposal:

The Committee take note of the information provided by State Secretary Elisabeth Walaas.

3. 
REPORT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE IPY-PROJECT “SUSTAINABLE ARCTIC OBSERVERING NETWORK” (SAON)

Enclosed:


Document 3.1: SAON-report 


Document 3.2: SAON-terms of reference – draft


Background: The Arctic Council Salekhard Declaration (2006) expressed great interest in sustained observations in the Arctic region. In response to this Declaration, AMAP (Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program) along with IASC (International Arctic Science Committee) and other partners have conducted the “SAON Process” to provide recommendations on how such observations could be implemented. Three workshops and two information exchange meetings have been held to develop recommendations for sustaining observations in the Arctic. The third workshop was held October 15-17 2008 in Helsinki.


Comments: At the Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region in the participants expressed strong support for the SAON project (Article 23).  The SAON-recommendations are:
1. The Arctic Council (including permanent participants and observers) should lead the facilitation of international collaboration among government agencies, researchers, and northern residents, especially indigenous people at the community level, to promote a sustainable pan-Arctic observing system.

To this end, the Arctic Council and partners are encouraged to establish an Arctic Observing Forum (AOF), with adequate resources and defined roles for the Arctic Indigenous Peoples, to facilitate Arctic observing, and related data and information management services. The AOF shall address issues that transcend individual Arctic observing systems and national
capabilities.

2. The governments of the Arctic Council member states should commit to:

· Sustaining their current level of observing activities, and data and information services, and to making every reasonable effort to increase the scope of those activities in the future;

· Creating a data dissemination protocol to make data and information freely, openly and easily accessible in a timely fashion at minimal costs to users, taking into account relevant national legislation, and seek to ensure that relevant national organizations adhere to similar policies.

3. The Arctic states are urged to increase inter-governmental cooperation in coordinating and integrating Arctic observing activities, and associated data and information management.

In order to facilitate this and the efficient operation of an Arctic Observing Forum, each of the Arctic states is encouraged to create a national inter-agency group to coordinate and integrate their Arctic observing activities, and resulting data and information services.

These groups shall form the basis for increased inter-governmental communication and cooperation on Arctic observing.

4. Recognizing that the Arctic issues are of global common concern and that they are of scientific interest to all states, the Arctic Council member states are urged to welcome non-Arctic states and international organizations as partners to the inter-governmental cooperation that will be necessary to sustain and improve Arctic observing capacity, and data and information services.

Non-Arctic states are therefore also encouraged to adopt, support and implement actions that are recommended to the Arctic states in 1-3 above.
Mr. Lars Otto Reiersen, Executive secretary of AMAP, presents the recommendations and the process ahead.


Decision proposal:
The Committee takes note of the information.

4.

PRESENTATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ARCTIC POLICY  
     

IN THE EUROPEAN UNION


Enclosed:



Document 4.1: Communication from the Commission on Arctic policy

Document 4.2: Speech by Commissioner Borg in Tromsø January 19 2009 on 
 EU Arctic policy



Document 4.3: Resolution from the European Parliament on Arctic governance

Background: The European Commission presented its Communication on Arctic policy 20 November 2008. Three main policy objectives were identified:

· Protecting and preserving the Arctic in unison with its population; 

· Promoting sustainable use of resources; 

· Contributing to enhanced Arctic multilateral governance.

Prior to the Communication from the Commission the European Parliament passed a resolution on Arctic governance 9 October. 

The Communication is to be discussed in the European Parliament, the Commission and the Council. 

Ms Bilyana Raeva, MEP, and Mr. Janos Herman, Principal Adviser of DG 

RELEX for Regional Policy in the European Commission, introduces the 

Arctic Policy developments in the European Union and the process ahead.
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/arctic_region/index_en.htm
Decision proposal: 
The Committee takes note of the information and discusses 

if and how the Committee can influence the process. 

       5.     
PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIRST PARLIAMENTARY FORUM FOR THE NORTHERN DIMENSION




Enclosed:

Document 5.1: Draft program, Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum (NDPF)



Document 5.2: Draft Conference Statement, NDPF 



Document 5.3: Joint statement, ND Ministerial meeting 2008



Document 5.4: Progress report, Northern Dimension 2008



Document 5.5: Mr. Nikolaev’s Northern Dimension structure proposal


Document 5.6: Conference Resolution, Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference  2008

Document 5.7: Conference Resolution, Barents Parliamentary 



 Conference 2007



Document 5.8: Conference statement, Northern Dimension Parliamentary 






 Conference 2007
Background: In February 2007 a Northern Dimension Parliamentary Conference was organized in Brussels. It was decided to arrange biannual ND - conferences and the European Parliament offered to host the first and it will take place in Brussels 25-26 February 2009. 

The first Ministerial meeting on the revised Northern Dimension policy was held in St. Petersburg 28 October 2008, hosted by Sergey Lavrov, Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Ministers made a decision to establish the Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics. The main goal of the new Partnership will be to improve, the major transport connections and logistics between the ND-Partners to stimulate sustainable economic growth. A partnership on culture was also discussed. 
In the revised Northern Dimension policy the EU, Iceland, Norway and Russia are equal partners, and Canada and the US are observers.  


Comments: After the revision of the Northern Dimension in 2006 the policy has got a new momentum. The Northern Dimension is to coordinate the efforts done by different organisations in the North of Europe through specific partnerships. There is one partnership regarding the environment and one on public health and social well-being. At the last Ministerial meeting it was decided to establish a partnership in Transport and logistics. One of the purposes of the ND-forum will be to give parliamentary input to the ND-process.




 http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/north_dim/index.htm



Decision proposal:




The Committee takes note of the preparations and discusses Arctic perspectives in the NDPF. 

     6.


DISCUSSION ON THE “RULES OF PROCEDURE” OF SCPAR




Enclosed:



Document 6.1: Report on the “Rules of procedure” prepared by the secretariat



Document 6.2: “Rules of procedure”




Background: In the conference statement from Kiruna 2006 the following article was included: 
“Consider to review the Rules of Procedure for the Standing Committee before the next conference in 2008 in order to improve the working methods”
At the last meeting of SCPAR in Östersund November 2008 the Committee asked the Secretary General to prepare a report to review the Rules of Procedure. This should happen in cooperation with the national secretariats. 

Comments: In the enclosed report the main conclusion is that the current Rules of Procedure is functioning well. There are two suggestions for the Committee to consider:
1. Alternative ways to involve the observers closer in the cooperation
· Send specific invitations to the observers and invite them to the Committee-meetings.

· Invite the participating observers in the biannual conference to a separate meeting in advance of the conference (for instance the day before the opening of the conference)

· A Standing Committee meeting followed by a conference (lunch to lunch) may take place in one of the observing countries
2. Elect a Vice-Chair to SCPAR.
Decision proposal: 
The Committee discusses the report and considers possible changes in the Rules of Procedure.

   7.


STATUS OF THE WORK OF SCPAR

· Report on Arctic activities by members
· Report by the secretariat
· General exchange of views
    8.                 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be in Ilulissat 27-29 May 2009 
    9.               ANY OTHER BUSINESS

  

Enclosed: 


9.1: US Arctic Policy Directive
For information purposes


