
The Emerging Arctic

A New Maritime Frontier

Presented by Rear Admiral Gene Brooks, USCG District 17 Commander



Agenda

• The Changing Arctic Frontier

• Strategic Challenges & Drivers• Strategic Challenges & Drivers

• The Arctic Conundrum



Summer Sea Ice Retreat

Barrow



Sovereign Rights and Jurisdiction

ECS
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1) North Pole               3) 200 nautical mile line   5) EEZ & CS Dispute
2)   Lomonosov Ridge  4) Russian-claimed ECS



Future Maritime Arctic – Shipping Routes



Maritime Traffic Management

• Discuss process for establishing ship routing 
measures

– Lengthy process, ultimately approved by 

International Maritime Organization



Coastal Erosion 
Loss of protection from Fall storms

Shishmaref
Kivalina


